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Sunrise and cunset crown with gold

The peaks of ageless stone,

Jhere winds have thundered from of o0ld
and storms have set their throne.
RS VST e nosk e e
'Twas in the grey of early dawn,

ihen first the lake we spied,

And fragments of a cloud were drawn
llalf down the mountain side.

Among the cloud-capt solitudes,

Jo sound the silence bvroke.

Save when, in whispers down the woods,
The guardian mountains spoke.

Through tangled brush and dewey brake
Returning whence we came

We passed in silence, and the lake

de left without a name.,

T, TTIPY ARSI, - ATFTY
POITI = Al L...u':n.-a...t..} SNV 5 TR

e ATT™ Aar P ——
rushns: UL -":..'1'3 S

TTAATA T M A
s0RGE 3CO0TT

TRETTTD T A
‘?.L.-_.u;.;-.l-_,..

4 L




-y TVA Ty may Ay T TN Y p—— ST M A TN e [ Wl AT T - —
o T, P LT = S e N
uAPL el Aoy SatE) DUl e e e R e L e e

an aspect of the story of GACPE G2 YSSTSRDAY that is deserving

of more attention and appreclation than it has rzceived hit

i aspesiz's vast interior.

This is not surprising as it has teen the story of activity along
the Feninsula that made news and dominated

“istorical records. IThe Vikings, Zasques, Zretons, ..ormans,

Channel Islanders, American privateers and *raderc, acadians,

Loyalists and others were all sea-borne visitors toc the shores

of Gaspesia. Those who remained as settla:s looked to the sea for

& liveliltcod ané zs their highway for travel. -nowledge of what

1ay beyond the coastal lands and *he lcwer reaches of theo rivers

would come slowly and painfully., Tor lcng the vast hinterland

remained the sole domain of the Indian hunter and trapper.

In Nay, 1979, ZFzc pudblished the second part of a two part
article in the CASP: 0OF YESTERDAY series, recalling the work of
dilliam Logan in Gaspesia. In July, 1844, Logan and his geological
Survey party began the ascent of the Chatte river towards the
mountains teyond the river's headwaters. The SPEC article recalled
the expedition's trizls and tribulations in crossing the mountains
to the headwaters of the Cascapedia river and their descent of
that major Gaspesian river to Zay Chaleur, which was reached in
September. Among those accompanying Logan on this epic traverse of
the Peninsula was Alexander llurray, a retired officer of the Royal
Navy, who would subsequently survey and map other important areas
of the Gaspesian interior. On this trip, as in other Gaspesian
surveys, ililliam Logan, paid tribute to his faithful Indian guide,
John Basque of Gaspé, whose wigwam home and life-style were

recounted in the first part of the series, as yet unpublished by
SPEC.
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For helf a century from the 1CHC's onwards = aultitude of
reports of Juébec explorations and surveys were made and filed
away in the vaults of the Crown Lands Jepariment at suebec.

In 1889, George Dunamel, the Commissioner ¢f Trown Lands, Jecided
that these reports were of public interest and chould ©te putlished.
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of fascinating reports of the work of pioneer surveyors In the
interior of GCaspesia. lhe exploration section includes the Zollowing
reports:
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JTuescripticy of the iagdalen iliver. = o
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. District tetween the ‘agdalen “iver James _.ichardson
and Caspé Zay.

e )

. mont ZLouis, Anse rleureuse, Fierre 3.A., LeBouthillier
and Claude ;ivers.

. wagdalen River Robert Zell
. liatane, Cte.anne, Cape Zhat Alexander lurray

and Douglastown -ivers.

» ot.John or Douglastown and Z.asnlls
Dartmouth 3ivers.

. Pabos and Port Daniel Rivers Z.ll.Legendre

. Pabos, Tort Daniel, Hall, Little Z.N.Legendre
Cascapedia and llouvelle Rivers.

. Bonaventure River. Alexander iMurray
Henry 0'Sullivan

. Bonaventure and Cascapedia Rivers R.W.211s

. Gulf Zhore, Cape Chat and Cascapedia i.Z.Logan
Rivers.

. Ste Anne and Cascapedia Rivers AJP. Low

. houvelle River - West Tranch I. Furison



. Casupscull River C.S.lepage

« Interior of the Gaspé Teninsulz JOSep.. _ureau.
Casupscull o Cox. (4 diary of

Survey worik Irom Cctober io Ilarch)

typical of tre above reports and illustrative of the coservations
they reflect are tre Tfollowing extracts from alexander iurray's
exploration of +he iiatane, Cte.anne an Jouglastown rivers to be
-ound in his report dated April, 1°246:

the ..ztane river falls intoc the <t.Lawrence in latitude +P .53
S E b

longitude 47-33 ., according to Captazin Zayfield’

a
miles telow Zic Islaré and shirty-five nmiles above cape l‘hat

a lagoon, comprising an area of about forty-five acres, at the
mouth, is separated from the Gulf by a long and narrow gravel barrier,
at the western extremity of which there is a channel measuring 243
feet across, by which the water of the river escapes to goin that of
the St.Lawrence. Schooners and other small vessels can pass through
this channel, and, when within, find sSnug nherbour, but the approach
from without is dangerous in consequence of a sand bar which has
formed nearly opposite the entrance.

about three-quarters of a mile south from the entrance the casin
contracts to a breadth of from 400 to 500 feet, the river falling
rapidly into it, and at a little distance up from the head of the
basin, a saw-mill having been established there, the river is crossed
by a dam, extending from bank +*o bank, which gives a fall of ten or
twelve feet. lTaking the mill dam as a starting point, the total
measured distance on the liatane, including three lakes at its head,
was a little over sixty miles; the upward course of the stream,
without attending to the minor turns, with the measured straight
distances to the different and most remarkable points being as follows:

From mill dam to Buteau's brook 6 miles 54 chains
From Buteau's brook to Little Matane Bl N TR SR
from Little iatane to Tawagadee s
‘rom Tawagadee to Trout river SRR
from Irout river to foot of Lower Lake 7 " - A
from foot Lower Lake to head Upper Lake £ " 5 "




!y
|

Buteau'

)}

brook, Little ilatane, rlawagadee and Trout river a
local names ty which the principal tributaries are lmown to the
Indians and cthers who frequent *this region; they each jcin tihe

river at nne . its principal tends.
The height of some of these points above the level of the sea,

at high water mark, was spproximately determined by tarcmetrical
observations and stand thus:

Little :laztane 176 feet
Tawagadee 246 "
Trout river a5 "
Toot of lakes it
Zead of lakec R b

3+

By this it would te observed “hat the average fall o°f the river
amounts to zbout 12 feet per mile...The area of the three lakes at
the head of the main branch of the lL.atane is about £57 acres.

Taking its rise in the country to the north of the .'otre Dame
mountains, where the uppermost of the three lakes is situated, the
main branch of the ilatane flows south, cutting a deep gorge through
the range, which is occupied by part of the middle and the whole of
the lower lakes, with their connecting streams. It then runs
westerley, tetween the southern tase of the mountains and an
escarpment of limestone, to the Trout river branch, which discharges
into it a large body of water. Thencc sweeping around the western
extremity of the range, nearly opposite to the Iawagadee branch, it
afterwards pursues a northerly course to the junction with the St.
Lawrence. With its tributaries, the river probably drains an area of
country extending over about 8C0 square miles.

The St.Anne river joins the St.Lawrence in latitude 49-10 iI.,
longitude 66-28 W., eleven miles below Cape Chat. The total
measured distance up its stream was rather less than 22 miles, the
river beyond that distance being found too broken and rapid to
admit of a further ascent in canoces. The first general course from
the mouth was S 5 degrees W. for a distance of 13 miles 66 chains _
when it reached the base of the iiotre Dame mountains - then
Z 70 degrees Z for 10 miles & chains, falling very rapidly along the
northern base of the range. At the end of this distance it is joined
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branch from the ncrth called ..arten river, and, turning

Ly ing
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a
43 degrees Z it bears that courze for 7 =iles £2 echains, :the end
4.

T,

of the measured distance, where it splitc into iwo streams of avout
equ size, one sweeping round the great mountain Srom which we
Lrlangulated the surrounding country and *aking its rise from a lake
about 12 to 14 miles to the southward; the other, after an easterly
course for 3 or % miles, tending round to the northward, and, after
dividing into several minor forks, terminating among the mountains

The treadth of the stream below the junction of the two branches was
about 19C feet, and the estimated height at the same part, was 520
Teet, givinﬂ an average fall of 19 feet per mile, The area drained by
this river iz protatly upwards of 300 square miles.
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One of the most remarkable features of the Gaspé peninsula is
the chain of the Hotre Dame mountains. Its western extremity comes to
within two miles of the eastern bank of the iatane, Cearing from the
mouth of that river T 25 degrees Z., at a distance, in a straight line,
of about twenty-one and a half miles. Its breadth does not here
exceed two miles, while the summit heights are on average about 2000
feet above the level of the sea. The mountain range runs nearly due
~ast and West, magnetic, and it increases between the iiatane and St.
ann in width and elevation, advancing eastward. At the lakes of the
hatane it occupies a width of four miles and its summits are about
2700 feet; while at the Chat, where this river intersects the range
of the Cld ifan and South mountains, there is a breadth of six miles,
the most elevated peaks rising to upwards of 3500 feet...

At the forks, where our measurememt terminated, the deep valley
which cuts the chain is rather wide. On the Zast, elevated mountains
rise up...on the West a vast mountain rises over the forks, which, on
ascending, was ascertained by barometrical observation to attain an
altitude of 3224 feet above the point where we left the river, or
3778 feet above the level of the sea. This mountain was named MOUNT
ALBERT, in honour of His Royal FHighness Frince Albert, as it happened
to be upon the anniversary of his birth-day, the 26th August, that we
scaled its sides. The summit is a barren waste, extending over an area
of between seven or eight square miles, the most elevated parts being

P PR P




6.
gently towards the centre, where it is frequently sof™ and toggy.
producing a short, wiry grass, almost the only trace of vegetation
met with.

From the nighest point on the I... extremity we had a commanding
view and prospect of nearly the whole western range of the mountains,
among which the lofty summits of the lag-Staff Teak znd :ount

Tayfield were distinctly recognizsble. ( Feaks scaled and named LY

the Logan expedition of 1844
the Ch

) The vallevs of the upper branches of
t and Cascapedia lay to the west an “outh of us; and, while
the mountains of Caspé and Zonaventure were presented to us

-

soutihi-east, the panorama was ounded on the north-east Ty
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separating the waters ¢f the <t. .nmne and lagdalen.

Pools and sprirngs of e.cellent water were cbserved 1a almost
every direction over the bare surface cf the creat wountain,
supplying numerous brooks and streamlets, ceveral of which, uniting
on the south-east side, form a considerable vody which flows rapidly
in a deep gorge to the eastward...

Between jount Albert and the eastern part of the high, continuous
chain from the Chat, the mountains do not appear to exceed from 2000
to 250C feet in elevation and have frequently small lakes on the
summits....Crossing this part of the country from a point about two
miles below iarten river, and pursuing a S.Z.W. course along the
banks of a small brook for a distance of about three miles, we came
to a ridge separating the waters of the north from those on the south
side of the peninsula. On the opposite side of the watershed, we
followed the course of a brook flowing southerly and, being on a
parallel course for about one and a half to two miles struck a lake
which we supposed to be at the head of one of the main branches of
the Cascapedia. This lake measures rather upwards of two miles in
length, the general bearing down it being =3 50 degrees W.,and with
an average breadth of about 17 chains it contains an area of about
290 acres. A stream flows “rom the 3.4W. extremity, measuring about
60 feet across, probably belonging to the fork observed the previous

year to fall into the Cascapedia about 6 miles below the Conical
mountain.
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The whole of the range west cf ilount Albert iz covered with
forest, except on the extremesummits of the highest mountains,
which are bare rocks. lhe growth on the more elevated plains is

chiefly dwarf spruce and, in smaller proporticn, white birch trees
of dimunitive size, standi... idely apart, the intervals being
generally carpeted over with a luxuriant growth of tall farns. The
mountain sides lower down are clothed with talsam-fi
with a few white pine and tlack birch trees at wide intervals and
cedar in the moist places. llount ilbert it

both on its summits and its zides, a vast bare rock...
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The St.John or Jouglastown river falls into the Zay of Gaspé in
latitude 48-40 N., longitude 64-3C W. .t the mouth of the river
there is a wide,open tay, occupying an area of tetween two or three
square miles, which is entered from the sea through a channel 365
feet across, between two sand barriers, one joining at the village
of Douglastown on the south, the other on the north side near the
road to Gaspé Casin. a solid jam of drift wood has blocked up the
river about two miles above the head of the tay, diverting the
currents across the low flat lands of the intermediate shore, which
it intersects with innumerable channels, cutting it up into a
cluster of islands. Through this labyrinth, the experience of those
acquainted with the river was found absolutely necessary for guidance;
but, after passing the jam, there is no further impediment to the
ascent of the river in canoes, so far as our survey extended.

The total measured distance, from the coast, of the stream
was 48 miles 17 chains, in a general bearing upon II.71 degrees .
Above this, the valley takes a N.W. direction, and I was informed
by the Indians, who are acquainted with the country, that the river
branches off into several smaller streams at a distance of four miles
above the point we reached, ultimately terminating among the mountains
near the sources of the Lonaventure and South-West river of Gaspé.
<here we stopped the river had z breadth of about 5C feet but,

increasing in its downward course proportionally with the supply
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of 3C0 feet across. The estimated average fall in the whole
measured distance was 13 feet per mile; the height of the highest
point being 643 feet above the level of the sea.

There are four considerable tributaries to the C+.John, two
joining it within the first seven miles from the mouth and the
other two at distances of 39+ and 44+ miles from the entrance, and
all coming from the south, besides many smaller ones falling in on
either side. The two upper forks are supposed to take their rise
near the sources of the upper I.Z. branch of the Tonaventure and the
lower of the two sweeps past the western base of 2 mountain rnown
by the Indians by the name of lount Alexander, one of the high points
fixed in our triangulation from llount Albert.

The lower part of the river, for a distance cof about 13 miles,
flows through a level country producing white pine, spruce and a
species of larch frequently of considerable size and of valuable
quality, balsam-fir, cedar and three varieties of birchk, with maple,
elm, and ash in less abundance. Zut where the country has been
denuded of its original timber by the ravages of fire, which has run
over a very large area, a thick growth of small trees occupies the
surface, chiefly white birch and pine.

A range of hills bounds the southern extent ¢ this ‘lat tract,
ommencing near the sez coast =zt lizlbaie, which rannine in a o

e sy o ek = 4 ..-.-;
direction and gradually approaching the river, strilkes it near the
erd of about 12 miles of itz upward course. Cn the north side of the
river, the country continues to maintain its level character zcross

the South-West river of Gaspé...

The whole of the upper part of the Ct.John flows through a
mountainous region; the valley in some places is wide, with extensive
alluvial flats...while at others i+ contracts to 2 deep, narrow
gorge, the hills rising precipitously over each bank tc the height
of occasionally 3CC to 4CC feet. Trom the hill which rose directly
over the point where our survey terminated, we saw llount Alexander
nearing directly south, which, by its long and straight roof-like
top, as well as superior elevation, was easily distinguished as one
of the moct conspiciouz points seen on our eastern horizon from

wsount Alvert.
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A vast portion of this region,

that part of the river flowing amon
country between liount Alexander and the upper forks

including nearly the whole of
g€ the mountains and the eastern

has been

completely denuded of its forest by fire and the hill sides, being

covered with bare poles and charred logs,

has yet sprung,

saving a few short shrubs and berry bushes,

among which no new growth
present

a very dismal and dreary scene and render travelling almost

impossible.

‘.."Jhile the

AN E

reports of exploration, of which

the above is typical,

established the broad outlines of the Caspesian interior, together

with the-reiative'relationship of its mountains
for surveyors, work

the peninsula.

and filed over the years in the vaults of

and rivers,it remained

ing within specific limits, to plot and chart

The following survey reports relating to Gaspesia

the Crown Lands Jepartment

viere dusted off and published in 1889;

Carleton
Shoolbred
Causapscal
Cox

Mann
iiatapedia
[iilnikek
new Richmond
Fatapedia
Port Daniel
Restigouche

Cap Rosier, GCaspé
Bay Horth, Fox

Chloridorme

I« rurison
C.L. Lepage
Z.d. Legendre

C.A Belanger

E.H. Legendre

Z.H. Legendre/ Lepage/Telanger
Hector Le FBer

Geo. P. Roy

W.lMacdonald

C.A. Fourget
Legendre

Poudrier

Ant. Painchaud




« Christie ant. Tainchaud

. Juchesnay C.7e 2o¥/ Ant.fainchaud
. Jenoue Aant. Fainchaud

. Douglas fs C'Sullivan

. Jouglac=own G. Lebouthillier

« FOrtin Ant. Painchaud

. Pabos Seigniory 3 5

. Percé G. LeFfouthillier
. lameau Ant. Fainchaud
. Taschereau 5 .

LPILCCUS

Today, when we can obtain a whole range of maps of Gaspesia

at nominal cost from the cartographic services of the federal and
provincial governments, it is fitting to recall the work of those
pioneer explorers, surveyors, geologists and map makers who opened
up the interior of the Gaspé Peninsula. Ixperiencing daily hardships
in their way through an uncharted wilderness and lacking most of

the scientific tools that are now available to the modern survey
team, they not only pushed on steadily to their goal but reflected
in their reports a remarkable attitude of wonder and satisfaction
in their findings. Indeed the reports of these pioneers are a rich

legacy, constituting zn important and lasting aspect of GASPE OF
YESTERDAY.



